	3rd Hazel Grove Cub Pack

Fire Lighting / Backwoods Cooking

Risk Assessment
	

	Hazard Identified & Risks Arising
	Persons at Risk
	How Is The Risk Controlled? What Further Controls Are Needed?
	Person Responsible 

for controls

	Hazard – anything that could cause harm. 

E.g. equipment or conditions.

Risk – the chance that someone will be 

harmed by the hazard.
	
	Control – an action, equipment or procedure that will help to reduce the potential for harm from a particular hazard.
	

	Burns from fire
	Cubs
	Cubs to be fully briefed on dangers and rules for firelighting explained.  Rules are:

· No picking up burning wood

· No throwing objects onto fire

· Hold wood by one end and lower onto fire with fingers near ground

Cubs not to wear loose clothing around fires – NO NECKERS

Leaders to ensure that cubs behave sensibly around fires – 1 leader per fire pit at all times

Additional control of buckets of water in the event of cub receiving a burn

At least one leader to have current first aid qualification and ensure first aid kit is well stocked

Matches to be stored in sealed dry container and issued by a leader in small numbers when needed to responsible Cub/Scout only

Inflammable liquids to be stored in sealed container and kept well away from a fire or naked flame. Leaders only to use small portions for priming a fire. Meths or paraffin only i.e. no explosive liquids such as petrol.
	Briefing - Leaders 



	Pollutants in wood being burnt which gets onto food resulting in poisoning
	Cubs / Leaders
	Only ‘natural’ wood to be used for cooking purposes.  Wood from wood pile to be checked prior to meeting and decision made on suitability.
	Leadership

	Fire Spreading
	Cubs / Leaders
	Better to use kindling or newspaper rather than an inflammable liquid to start fire with, but leader to use liquid only if required after above method tried. (Ideally to be used discretely without cubs seeing).

Create a tidy, graded woodpile of suitably sized (kindling, twigs, small sticks, branches,..) before building & lighting a fire

Fires to be away from and downwind from tents or any flammable material

Clear the area around a fire & do not light on peat areas (under trees etc)

 spectators to be kept away

 fire escape route to be considered
	Leadership

	Splinters
	Cubs / Leaders
	care when snapping wood – wear strong gloves if available
	Leadership


